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Abstract

Over recent decades, great attention has been paid to housing mobility,
emphasizing it as the result of individual/household needs and decisions or
its spatialised outcomes such as segregation. By examining documents
produced by Swedish media and think tanks, this article employs discourse
analysis informed by political economy to explore housing mobility as a
discursive device. The analysis reveals how narratives about mobility are
strategically used to advance deregulatory agendas, secking to increase
transaction volumes in the property market to enhance capital circulation
within the context of housing financialisation. This approach illustrates that
discourses on housing mobility are deployed as active mechanisms in the
political-economic restructuring of housing.
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The discussion about housing mobility has increased during the last few decades. This

topic traditionally considered that households move in search of a well-adjusted equation

between their housing needs and their ability to secure a suitable dwelling. That equation has

typically been interpreted from a marginalist perspective in which the discussion about

housing prices, both in the ownership and rental sectors, has been divested from issues of

power and distribution (Fair, 2024). A critical political economy lens reveals how these

seemingly neutral discussions about mobility are entangled with broader struggles over the

restructuring of the property market and the circulation of capital. The marginalist thought
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has shaped the rationale behind the mainstream understanding of housing mobility that
usually overlooks issues of residential transience and instability (Phinney, 2013). However,
researchers have started considering other perspectives about housing mobility, especially in
light of the evident distance between the normative ideal of housing careers and the real
experiences of the housing system. These perspectives lift up phenomena such as the
generational changes in industrialised countries that prevent young people from following
similar housing paths to previous generations (Bayona-i-Carrasco et al., 2018; Deluca & Jang-
Trettien, 2020). Also, the detrimental effects of frequent moves have been researched in
several aspects, such as health (Baker et al., 2019; Davey-Rothwell et al., 2008), children's
well-being (Gomez-Quintero et al., 2020; Warren & Font, 2015) and food security (King,
2018; Kushel et al., 2000). Similarly, research has explored the nexus between housing
mobility and the socio-spatial polarisation of cities through processes of filtering and
gentrification (Hedin et al., 2012), segmentation and sorting (Fjellborg, 2022), bringing in the
spatial outcome of mobility in the residential sector.

Besides this, housing mobility is increasingly understood as an integrated practice
(Jouffe & Campos, 2009) that reveals connections between micro—and macro—scales (Di
Virgilio, 2011). This approach aims to achieve a relational conceptualisation of housing
mobility, facilitating a broader comprehension that transcends the discrete decisions of
individual households (Coulter et al., 2016). One aspect of the relational understanding of
housing mobility—which is currently understudied—is the discursive dimension. Discourses
shape the conditions for urban change (Westin, 2021). Consequently, how we talk about
housing mobility becomes a strategic tactic that reinforces housing financialisation, whereby
housing is valued more for its investment potential rather than its use value (Fernandez &
Aalbers, 2016; Gustafsson, 2021).

The financialisation of housing has been legitimised by shifting the state’s political
economy from regulation to a system that favours private property and capital (Harvey, 2020,
Vergara-Perucich et al., 2022). This system depends on a global market that enables the
continuous flow of goods and money—a hallmark of neoliberalism (Slobodian, 2018). In this
context, mobility arises as a key feature of neoliberalism, which uses acceleration and an
imagined seamless flow of interconnected policy models that shape everyday life and its
places, while denying the importance of geographical attachment in order to exacerbate the
idea of interconnectedness (Peck, 2010; Peck & Theodore, 2015). Neoliberal narratives
construct a global, mobile, and interconnected world—both discursively and materially—where
institutions and practices align (Phelan, 2014). Considering the latter, this article proposes to
uncover the narratives of housing mobility and how this phenomenon intertwines with the
contemporary understanding of housing. Given the Swedish context of housing
financialisation and the debates around the nature of the housing system in the country, this
study asks: What are the recurrent themes about housing mobility? How do these themes
contribute to the depiction of housing mobility as a need or a problem?

The paper seeks to bring a twofold contribution to the field. First, it develops the
discourse analysis tradition within housing, focusing on housing mobility, informed by
political economy, examining how discourses operate as mechanisms of economic
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restructuring. Second, it explores housing mobility from a structural perspective, revealing
how narratives about movement and immobility are strategically deployed to advance certain
policies. In practical terms, this approach conceptualises housing mobility and its discourses
as a device through which power relations are articulated. Understanding these dynamics
clarifies the functioning of the current housing model, characterised by hybrid welfare
remnants and market liberalisation, in which constant movement—whether as a flow of
capital or movement of people—is expected or very much needed.

The Swedish context in which the narratives are deployed is of great importance. The
post-war welfare system in Sweden merged public and private interests in pursuing high
living standards, resulting in a highly de-commodified universalistic model (Esping-
Andersen, 1989). Reforms and changes from the 1980s and onwards have transformed the
model, affecting diverse dimensions of the welfare arrangement (Aronsson & Palme, 1998;
Grundstréom & Molina, 2016; Ulmanen & Szebehely, 2015), including housing (Grander,
2017). Currently, the Swedish housing model is characterised by the hybridisation between
the remnants of the welfare era and the liberalisation of housing policy (Christophers, 2013).
One of the most critical transformations in housing is the dampened role of municipal
housing companies (MHCs)—key actors in implementing the universalistic housing policy—
realised through a long process of privatisation (Grander & Westerdahl, 2024; Holmqvist &
Turner, 2014)

In the next pages, the article presents a theoretical review of both housing mobility and
the discourses of housing. Successively, Section three presents the methodological approach
and materials used for the analysis. Sections four, five and six display quotations from the
materials according to the three research questions proposed. In section seven, the materials
are discussed in light of the literature, and finally, section eight closes the study with
conclusions and suggestions for further research.

2. Theoretical framework

The notions of housing mobility and discourses about housing are seldom analysed
together, which implies that discussing both ideas would need some common ground or an
established point of departure. In order to create such an onset, the theoretical framework
presents previous research on the two main ideas and places the study in context.

2.1 Housing mobility

Despite its fixed nature, housing has been explored in the context of the mobility turn
within social sciences. Researchers have examined the implications of mobility for housing
(Dutfty-Jones, 2012), leading to a broader understanding of housing mobility as a relational
practice. This relational view suggests that housing mobility does not happen as an isolated
event, solely dependent on individuals’ choices; rather, it is a phenomenon interrelated with
structural conditions, power dynamics and even social transformations (Coulter et al., 2016).
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Housing mobility, understood as a relational practice, provides new insights and enables
a critical examination that links this mobility to broader phenomena such as non-voluntary
moves, transience and its effects. For example, a structural problematisation of housing
mobility addresses the relationship between processes of dispossession and capital
accumulation (Shelton, 2018). Likewise, the mobility outcome of evictions and the
trajectories that those households follow after displacement show that increased transience
is strongly connected to the reproduction of housing inequality (Desmond, 2012; Listerborn,
2023). Furthermore, housing mobility as a recurrent event can hint at issues of housing
instability, which is identified as people’s lack of control over their housing conditions
(Kingsley et al., 2012; Phinney, 2013) and can range in different degrees of severity (Kang,
2021). Housing instability is an extended phenomenon that is not necessarily situated in the
more disadvantaged areas of cities; on the contrary, it can be extensively spread in spatial
terms (Rafia Villacura, 2024) and which also has a persistent characteristic in which ethnic
origin, migration status and low income are over-represented (Lee and Evans 2020; Preston
and Reina 2021; Silver and Danielowski 2019). Considering all the above, in this article,
housing mobility is assumed as a complex social phenomenon that takes into account
broader situations beyond household needs and housing preferences. It considers the
problematisation of housing trajectories in the light of processes of urban transformation
and housing precariousness.

In the Swedish context, official data from Statistics Sweden show that total annual
moves —counting each move separately, meaning individuals who moved multiple times are
counted multiple times— have remained stable for the last few decades. For the year 2023,
Statistics Sweden recorded around 1.4 million moves within a total housing stock of nearly
5.3 million dwellings (SCB, 2024). This stability in actual mobility stands in contrast to the
discursive construction of a supposed ‘crisis of immobility’ that pervades the policy debate.

2.2. Housing as a discursive device

The analysis integrates discourse analysis with political economy, recognising that
housing discourses are produced within specific structural frameworks while also functioning
as mechanisms that shape those frameworks and reproduce the social order in which they
are embedded (Clapham, 2009; Kettunen & Ruonavaara, 2015). To operationalise such a
framework for housing, I distinguish two lines that help to understand the structuring and
definition of housing problems: first, the context frame, which examines macro-levels of
definition, and second, agenda—setting, which operates on the micro-level.

The context frame relates to the historical, sociological, institutional, and political
economic settings that shape housing. This type of frame is connected to ideological projects
that include long—term and medium-term temporal schemes. For example, the establishment
of different housing regimes within the politics of welfare (Kemeny, 2001, 2006), which
include different phases of institutionalisation (Bengtsson & Ruonavaara, 2010), or the
particularities of housing financialisation enacted according to diverse periods of neoliberal
restructuring (Byrne & Norris, 2022; Paton, 2014; Vergara Perucich, 2019), with the latest
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phase characterised by assetisation and value extraction at an unprecedented scale (Birch &
Ward, 2024; Christophers, 2023).. The disposition of specific social elements results in
particular housing systems that simultaneously mirror other spheres of society, such as class
and labour, property arrangements, or political circumstances (Brunnstrém et al., 2021;
Cermefio, 2020), which make the urban and housing the heirs of their contexts while

contributing to their reproduction.

In parallel to the context settings, actors and interests can also support particular
housing understandings. Agendas act within a specific context, framing issues through
definitions and the recognition of their causes, creating moral judgements and potential
solutions (Entmand, 1993 cited in White & Nandedkar, 2021). Political discussions and
media outlets portray different actors according to their respective discourses and ideological
viewpoints. For instance, the representation of landlords and tenants is associated with the
status that the rental sector has within the housing system (Kettunen & Ruonavaara, 2015)
or the assumed characteristics of homeownership as a mark of good citizenry and affluence
(Fuster et al.,, 2019; Munro, 2018); creating, in conclusion, cultural representations that
construct the understanding of tenure types (Carnegie et al., 2018; Hunter & Nixon, 1999),
who inhabits them.

and—ultimately

Beyond these two frames, the operation of housing discourses raises further questions
about how agendas drive the narrative. Perhaps the more indisputable form of discourse
production is the political discussion. Such discussion is not sparked by the emergence of
issues per se, but rather by the emergence of public opinion and thus an audience (Bierre &
Howden-Chapman, 2020; Lima, 2023). This opens the door for the creation of urgency in
the discussion, enabling interests and agendas to craft a sense of crisis. In many cases, these
housing crisis narratives critically assess existing housing regulations to propose deregulatory
measures to cope with what has been discursively asserted as a problem (Heslop & Ormerod,
2020; White & Nandedkar, 2021).

The construction of housing narratives is propelled by specific, influential actors who
strategically position their discourses in the public sphere. Among the most prominent are
political lobbyists, who actively work to influence policy by promoting new legislation or
blocking changes that threaten the interests they represent (Jacobs, 2015). Closely aligned
with them are Think Tanks (T'Ts), which, despite being perceived as transparent, are often
non-independent organisations that shape their narratives based on their affiliations with
media, politics, or science, and the agendas of their funding bodies (Bajenova, 2019; Foye,
2022). Finally, the legal system itself acts as a narrative driver, as the interpretations and
rulings of institutions like rent tribunals legitimise specific viewpoints (Polanska, 2023).

The narratives advanced by these actors have deep consequences for the perception of
housing issues and the lived reality of people. A key consequence is the discursive reframing
of power dynamics, such as portraying economically powerful households as a vulnerable
group while undermining the rights of tenants to a secure home (Westin, 2021). More
tangibly, these narratives lead to direct material outcomes. For example, when legal practices
legitimise property owners' arguments, it can trigger tenant displacement and facilitate
excessive renovations justified by the speculative needs of a future, ‘ideal’” tenant—a standard
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that is often left undefined (Polanska, 2023). Ultimately, these narratives do not merely
describe reality; they actively shape policies and market practices to serve specific interests.

3. Methodological process and materials

This study considers discourse analysis (DA) as its primary methodological tool. DA is
based on a Foucauldian approach that assumes discourses as practices that shape the object
that the discourse itself speaks about. The discourse is produced, controlled, selected, and
disseminated by inclusion and exclusion procedures relating to power and knowledge
(Foucault, 1982, 1992). DA focuses mainly on generating and transforming discourses
through language; a non-neutral and collectively produced element of social life that reveals
a world perspective (Boréus & Bergstrom, 2017). This perspective of the world is what DA
tries to capture, investigating how arguments are established as truths over other contesting
narratives (Waitt, 2021). In this regard, the Foucauldian DA overlooks the psychological
dimension of who exerts the discourse (Boréus & Bergstrém, 2017). Instead, it sets the focus
on the power elements that are cloaked within the narrative, delineating the limits of what
can be said and done, as well as the contextual restrictions of who is entitled to speak on
specified matters (Singh, 2023). Conducting DA is acknowledged as a challenging enterprise
due to the interpretative character of the method; however, following systematised steps of
work helps to comply with rigorousness and provide tools for disclosing decisions within
the research process (Greckhamer & Cilesiz, 2014; Waitt, 2021).

3.1 Description of data

This study relies on two sources of written materials published between 2000 and 2023'":
a compilation of Swedish media articles and a selection of texts published by Swedish think
tanks (T'Ts). The media articles were collected through the browser platform Retriever,
accessed via Malmé University Library using Boolean operators and the keywords housing,
mobility, move, and rent, all in Swedish’. The collection process was informed by a pilot
study that operationalised housing mobility through literature and an initial review of press
materials, which helped refine the search strategy and ensure the final corpus aligned with
the research questions. The final gathering fetched 343 articles which were reviewed
discarding irrelevant material like announcements and personal accounts of housing mobility
in order to maintain the discussion centred on the shaping of the property market and
policies. The final corpus comprised 102 items exclusively discussing housing mobility from
a policy approach, which were published in national, regional, and local media (organised
according to the searching platform's categorisation) and included editorials, news articles
and opinion pieces.

!'This study considers as starting point the year 2000 due to the restructuration of the politics of housing in
Sweden that had established during the prior decade.

2'The Swedish words used several rounds of the collection of media articles were bostad / rorlig* / flytt /
hyr*. The expression combined these words and Boolean connectors such as AND / OR in different
positions.
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The concentration of the debate in regional newspapers, accounting for approximately
70% of the collected items, is notable. This suggests that housing mobility is discussed mainly
where its consequences are most felt, arguably, due to the predominantly local character of
the housing market in Sweden. The temporal distribution reveals a peak in 2016, coinciding
with intensified parliamentary discussions on the rent-setting reform, after which attention
declined possibly indicating that the issue became an established concern requiring less
explicit discussion. While approximately seven publications per year may not appear
significant in isolation, the continuous presence of the topic across the period suggests
housing mobility has been a persistent theme in the housing coverage rather than a sporadic

concern.

In the case of materials from think tanks (T'Ts), I followed two parallel strategies to
identify relevant materials. First, I turned to a list of influential Swedish think tanks
(Markusson, 2021) and grouped them by their affiliaton/financial sponsors in three
categories: trade and industry interest, union interest and organisations (civil society),
following the classification made by Lindstrém (2022). The second strategy emerged as a
result of the pilot study from which two TTs were selected. The first one is a think tank that
focuses exclusively on housing issues, which was not included in the list of influential TT's
and that gives voice to several actors in the housing market, ranging from banks to consulting
companies and real estate developers (classified within the trade and industry category). The
second one is the Tenants’ Association’ that conducts studies and publishes reports on
matters of importance for the rental sector. From the TTs websites, 14 documents of free
access related to housing and mobility were selected (13 reports and one media article
announced on the Think Tank website). The analysis followed a systematic coding of
materials using analytical categories that emerged iteratively from the data: Dysfunctional
housing market, taxes hindering mobility, vacancy chains and the binomial framing of
housing and labour market mobility. The analysis presented in this paper follows these
categories. Coding was conducted manually using NVivo software, with each text reviewed
to identify recurring themes and discursive strategies. A list of the used texts is provided in
the appendix.

3.2 Limitations

The public discussion about housing mobility is more limited than other topics in the
field of housing, which means that this study worked with a narrow corpus. The research
design prioritised an in-depth qualitative analysis of the discursive construction of housing
mobility over a broader quantitative overview, focusing on capturing the evolution of the
debate across the period. That is why personal stories and the experience of mobility are
absent from the corpus, which makes this study partial in its intent to capture housing

3 The Swedish tenant’s association is defined as a civil society organisation, but it one of their objectives is the
creation of public opinion. Taking this into consideration, I am including this organisation within TTs
category.
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mobility. Sdll, T acknowledge the individual/household implications of mobility—as
adjustment or instability—as relevant as the research question I proposed for this study.

5. Results

In general terms, the results of this study show that housing mobility is more frequently
addressed in regional newspapers, despite the topics being of broader interest. When
analysing who discusses housing mobility, the main contributors are politicians—particularly
from right-wing parties—followed by real estate professionals, and finally public housing
actors also participate in the discussion, however to a lesser extent. In the analysis of Think
Tanks, which are clearly aligned with the interests they claim to represent, market-oriented
groups promote notions of individual freedom and tax reduction. Meanwhile, civil society
frames the housing mobility discussion around issues of rights, equality and precariousness.

The materials construct mobility slightly differently depending on tenure types. In the
owners’ sector, mobility is mainly understood in terms of ‘lock-in effects’ caused by
transaction costs and capital gain taxes. Homeowners are portrayed as rationally calculating
the benefits of moving, financially wise without consideration to attachment of any kind.
Discourses emphasise how tax policies prevent optimal housing adjustments. In the rental
sector, mobility is discussed in relation to the rent-setting system and queue time. In this
sector, the discussion centres on how regulations create ‘immobility” by incentivising tenants
to remain in attractive units with ‘below—market’ rents. These constructions reveal how the
same phenomenon, housing mobility, is framed by different logics according to tenure,
offering, however, a common policy solution: deregulation. In the case of homeownership,
the discourse on deregulation targets tax reform while in the rental sector the discourse

targets the rent-setting system.

5.1 Recurrent elements of housing mobility

The elements of the discourse and where they are inserted help us to elucidate the
ultimate meanings conveyed in the discussion. In this case, housing mobility is underpinned
by four central notions appeared as emerged categories during the inductive analysis of the
materials: 5.1) housing mobility within a dysfunctional housing market, 5.2) taxes that hinder
housing mobility, 5.3) vacancy chains and 5.4) a binomial understanding of housing mobility/
labour market mobility. The quotations below are identified by type of material (I is for media
and II for TTs) and the ID’s article.

a) Dysfunctional housing market

One of the premises often appearing when housing mobility is discussed in the materials
is the idea of a prevalent dysfunctionality of the Swedish housing market. Such an idea
implies that the Swedish housing market is characterised by a predominant lack of mobility,
which is due to a structural malfunctioning of the housing market. This premise is frequently
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presented as a combination of different factors, such as a housing shortage, a low rate of
new constructions, a lack of incentives for the industry to build more, and a bureaucratic
urban planning system, among others (1,32; 1,6; 1,30; 1,43; 1,52; 1,73; 1,74). In the reviewed
texts, the definition of a problematic housing market is portrayed as political; thus, as it is
often claimed in the texts, the problem must be solved by political actors.

In this regard, one of the political obstacles that allegedly obstructs a well-functioning
housing market is the Swedish rent-setting system (1,34; 1,36; 1,61; 1,77; 1,78; 1,91; 1,92; 1,93;
1,94; 1,95; 1,96; 1,101). As will be discussed in Section 7, this issue has been a site of intense
political contestation, with significant implications. The rent-setting system is driven by the
principle of similar housing units and similar prices, considering also the ‘utility value’ (a
standardised calculation of deterioration contemplating the year of construction) and a yearly
bargain of rents between the Tenant Association and landlords. This rent-setting system
renders aspects such as location or the celebrated idea of attractiveness less significant than
other elements®. As a solution to this dysfunctionality, rents should approach market rents
(I1,6; 1,34; 1,61) This model is portrayed as a hindrance to what is supposed to be a functional
housing market where people move according to preferences—in the best-case scenario—
of pay limits.

Interestingly, this rhetoric polarises and simplifies the housing question and mobility.
On the one hand, there is a problematic housing market that emerged as a consequence of 50
years of planned economy control over everything from production to pricing (1,61) which opposes to
functioning housing market, (in which) people feel better, are more secure and can move through the social
ladder based on their own efforts. (I-70). This binary understanding of the housing market is the
cornerstone upon which other discursive strategies build up.

b) Taxes hindering housing mobility

Besides the idea of an unsuccessful housing market, another repetitive notion in the
materials is that taxes discourage mobility. The so-called ‘moving—out tax’ is often mentioned
as a factor that deters homeowners from selling, creating a structure of immobility. The
prevalence of the term ‘moving—out tax’ in media is noteworthy. This expression replaces
the more technically precise term of ‘capital gains tax’, which refers to the levy on the realised
difference between the sale revenues and the acquisition cost.

In the reviewed texts, the high cost of moving out due to taxes explains the argued low
housing mobility in Sweden. Moreover, Sweden is depicted as one of Europe’s most
expensive countries to change residence where families do not want to sell their homes and move
to more suitable homes becanse it is too expensive. (I-50). Such narrative is found in several places
across the texts announcing a lock-in effect that is devastating for the housing market (1-21).
However, this narrative is also contested:

4 An exception for this standard is the case of Malmo that considers, to the greatest extent, specific unit
characteristics, including location, in the rent-setting negotiation known as ‘the Malmé model’” (Thomasson &
Fagerstrom, 2018).
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[TTs expert] has studied mobility in Sweden and Europe. He believes that there is a
myth in Sweden about a lack of mobility and high costs when moving.

— We are actually one of the countries within the OECD where people move the
most, and in terms of transaction costs, such as various taxes on sales, they are low
compared to other industrialised countries, says [TTs expert].

He also dislikes the concept of moving-out tax.

— It is a capital gains tax. If no profit arises from the sale, there is no tax, regardless
of how many times you move. I'm also not sure people will move to smaller homes
if they can sell and postpone the tax. Then you can afford to continue living in a large
space even in future housing, says [TTs expert]. (II-4)

According to a great portion of the consulted texts, this phenomenon is persistent among
older adults, who are also homeowners, who apparently are willing to change residence from
a large to a more functional home. (1-24). This group is portrayed as contained and locked-up (1,1;
1,24; 1,25; 1,26, 1,30; 1,31; 1,33; 1,38; 1,50; 1,63; 1,68; 1,69; 1,70; 1,71; 1,72; 1,74; 1,76; 1,79; 1,87);
they are older people who remain in the family home after their children have moved out
and find themselves in a spacious detached house deemed less functional. Functionality—the
idea that housing should be efficiently matched to household size and life stage—thus
becomes the decisive element for understanding housing, preferred above other
conceptions.

¢) Vacancy chains

Intertwined with the previous topic, the notion of vacancy chains repeats continuously
in the selected materials. This concept illustrates the chain reaction activated by an opening
in the housing stock, which allows sequential moves after other households have left their
dwelling empty (Magnusson Turner, 2008). Vacancy chains are used as the epitome of an
efficiently used housing stock (II, 20), which benefits from the lowering or abolishing of the
capital gains tax (1,30).

In the narratives, older adults are portrayed as both the beneficiaries of a lower capital
gain tax and the igniter of vacancy chains through their mobility. Their homes are presented
as the key to solving the housing crisis by freeing up large houses while allowing the sellers
to retain the gained capital (I, 31). However, the problem of not moving is framed as

universal, as illustrated by this quotation:

Many people are afraid to move because they must pay so much in taxes. The moving-
out and stamp duty must be abolished. (...) People must dare to move. When that
happens, homes are released, and vacancy chains are set in motion. (I-34)

The underlying principle of market efficiency and individual rationality is evident here,
framing mobility as a situation that is highly desired yet systematically thwarted.
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d) Binomial housing mobility/ labour market mobility

The reinforcement between housing and labour relocation—as interconnected
phenomena—plays a significant role in shaping how housing mobility is conceptualised in
the reviewed documents. In this regard, high housing mobility can benefit the labour market
as potential workers can move where the available positions are, conveniently impacting the
economic growth of both households and the economy (II-4). Following this logic, a locked-
in workforce becomes subject to the features of the labour market where they already reside,
weakening the economic prospects of households and ultimately eroding the economic
expansion of the labour market (I-24).

The labour market—and subsequently the creation of value—organises the premises of
housing mobility. This implies that a dysfunctional housing market interferes with the
feasibility of an efficient labour market. This notion is vastly accepted in the debate about
housing through different interests and ideological positions, even when other aspects of the

current housing system are being contested.

We in the Left Party believe that access to housing without requiring large capital
investments is important for a well-functioning labour market and student life. (I-11)

The quotation above illustrates that the operation of the productive system is a priority,
which finds some consensual endorsement. However, what is less concerted is what rules
and limits are shaping the labour and housing markets.

Two markets in Sweden do not work well—the housing and labour markets. What these
two markets have in common is, among other things, that they are very tightly regulated.
Many would say they are over-regulated, which leads to low mobility. People are stuck
in their homes for different reasons when they would rather move somewhere else.
This, combined with the fact that too little is being built, results in a housing market
that does not work. (I-25)

In both markets, regulations are described as creating immobility. However, portraying
the whole housing market as impaired seems excessive when #he elephant in the room: is the rent
regutation (11-4); which seems to be the bottom of the mobility issue in the reviewed
documents. This framing is strategic: by defining rent-setting policies as the core problem,
market-oriented actors legitimise deregulation as the logical solution. This aligns with the
perspective outlined in Section 2.2, where housing is positioned as a servant to productive
capital rather than a social good.

5.2 How is housing mobility constructed?

The explored documents either discuss mobility as a necessary feature of the housing
market or problematise it, creating a politically charged narrative that serves competing
interests while maintaining the appearance of neutrality. The notion of a need for mobility is
dominant, and it is often more elaborated than the problematisation of housing mobility.
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a) The need for mobility

Despite the stated ambiguity about housing mobility, the portrayal of this phenomenon
as having a positive impact on the housing sector is vast in the analysed material (II, 11; 1,1;
1,4, 1,5, 1,7, 1,9, 1,10, ,L12; 1,13; 1,14; 1,15; 1,16; 1,17; 1,19; 1,20; 1,24; 1,25; 1,26; 1,27; 1,31; 1,34;
1,35; 1,36; 1,38; 1,41; 1,42; 1,43, 145; 1,47; 1,48; 1,49, 1,50; 1,52; 1,54; 1,56; 1,57; 1,59; 1,63; 1,64,
1,65; 1,68; 1,72; 1,75; 1,79; 1,81; 1, 82; 183; 1 87; 1,88; 1,89; 1,90; 1,91; 1,92; 1,101; 1,102), most
of the texts argue for positive effects when it comes to adaptation to preferences from a
household perspective, the development of people’s lives (I,18) and a market positive effect
by the movement created in the labour market (II-4).

Despite the generally positive view, housing mobility is also contested within the
discourse, with critics noting its vague definition:

Mobility often appears as a goal in itself in the social debate. High mobility is considered
good as it allows more people to live in a way that suits them well. However, the optimal
level is rarely mentioned. In addition, it is unclear whether mobility can be influenced
significantly via political means. (II-11)

This quotation recognises the importance of housing mobility. Simultaneously, it points out
the lack of definition of this type of mobility in terms of frequency or scope, which is absent

in the general discussion.

b) A problematised mobility

Besides this positive representation of housing mobility, other aspects problematise the
required mobility. For example, mobility can entail transaction costs that not only the
residents assume:

Last year, every third tenant moved to a new apartment within our stock. In terms of
student housing, one in two tenants moved the previous year. And each move costs
money. Each time, an inspection must be done, repairs made, plus a new tenant must
be introduced. That's why we introduced the twelve-month rule, to bring costs down,

says [interviewee]. (1-2)

This particular quotation is interesting, not only because it is exposing a less discussed aspect
of mobility—which is the costs associated to changing residence—but also due to the figures
it delivers; as it mentions one in three tenants moved the year before, which represents a
33% of the regular stock and 50% of the student housing stock moved the previous year.
Such records do not seem to agree with the portrayed idea of a broken mobility flow within
the Swedish housing market.

Simultaneously, the idea of housing mobility as a positive and desired phenomenon is
embedded in particular contexts that benefits already prosperous regions, leaving the rural
experience of housing mobility behind (I-3).
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People have simply moved after the jobs. Many small towns have seen their large
industries pack up while commuting to work is difficult. In addition, the county has a
high emigration of young people and an aging population. (I-18)

In cities, certain types of mobility entail an unstable position in the housing system, with less
access to the regular housing market and without housing policies that support vulnerable
people, such as youngsters (I-29). For those in this situation, changing residence acquires
another dimension that differs from the more abstract positive depiction of housing mobility
made by other discourses and puts it closer to a precarious situation characterised by
uncertain subletting, excessive rental prices and others (II-11).

Considering the latter, it is important to notice that the psychological and social costs
of exacerbated mobility remain largely invisible in the discussion that shapes housing policy.
The subsequent alienation experienced by individuals from their housing units,
neighbourhoods and communities is a neglected cost when transactions take central stage.
Yet these burdens are experienced, lived and suffered, rendering the desire for accelerated
housing mobility profoundly dehumanising.

7. Discussion

In the reviewed texts, two main discursive lines try to depict housing mobility. Neither
explicitly conflicts with the other: one is a less dominant line in which housing mobility is
problematised due to its effects on individuals. The other, more dominant discourse,
acknowledges this problem yet encourages people to change residence. The ambivalent
nature of these perspectives makes the discourse on moving residence interesting, as it
enables an analysis of meanings and connections that encompass more than just housing
mobility; instead, it alludes to broader political contexts.

In the material, the narrative that problematises housing mobility comes from voices
representing mobility experiences or those who assume the costs of high mobility in the real
estate sector. Due to the research design of this study, the discourses of tenants or mobile
households are not included. Nonetheless, a glimpse of less advantageous moves emerges
among other narratives captured in the research. Through this, tensions between different
realities, especially class disparities, become explicit. The mainstream story about housing
mobility illustrates a narrative that promotes movement between ultra-connected places and
policies that foster this same movement as a trait of the aspirations for a global society (Peck,
2010; Slobodian, 2018). Cities are the preferred scenario for this mobility, from which the
rural resident becomes excluded. The same happens to other groups that cannot live up to
the expectations of a mobile society, who are trapped in forms of mobility closer to instability
than to an improved housing situation (Phinney, 2013).

The narrative demanding increasing housing mobility argues for the beneficial impact
of mobility in several dimensions. In this regard, it is possible to see how housing mobility
is an inheritor of the relation between housing and the labour market on which the social
democratic model relied. The strong connection between both dimensions—specifically, a
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mobile workforce that relocates to places where industry was growing (Brunnstrom et al.,
2021)—has become decontextualised within a service economy. The concentration of people
and work in big cities, coupled with a post—pandemic reorganisation of labour that might
allow for remote working and the predominance of services over manufacturing, may render
obsolete the reliance on the mobility of job seekers to bolster economic expansion. At the
same time, the mobility of the rural unemployed is challenged by the widening difference
between urban and rural housing prices, a situation exacerbated by the decline of real wages
in Sweden compared to other OECD countries (OECD, 2020). Ultimately, the materials
show that the positive link between labour and housing mobility is the only unanimous
narrative that unites different positions on mobility. This link is key for the preservation of
the housing system as it is (Clapham, 2009; Kettunen & Ruonavaara, 2015).

Beyond the consensus linking labour and housing mobility, the discourse is structured
around the concepts of market efficiency and individual rationality. From this perspective,
an efficient housing market is one where households can move rapidly and unimpeded in
response to changing preferences or circumstances. Individual rationality, in turn, is driving
these decisions, with households calculating the optimal timing and destination of moves
based on capital gains, distances and quality. Applied to housing careers, these concepts
create a common sense that implies that moving is a means for people to attain given living
standards: young people leaving the family home early, detached houses for young families
and small housing for older adults. Yet, this expected housing career not only disregards the
varieties of housing pathways and types of households (Clapham, 2005; Di Feliciantonio &
Dagkouly-Kyriakoglou, 2020) but also neglects the different societal and economic features
of post-industrialised societies, which present varying contexts and challenges for families.
The notion of efficient and rational moves reflects an acritical and normative conception of
life choices when applied as a generalisation. The relationship between the post-war model
of expansive capitalist growth and housing expectations becomes evident in the persistent
emphasis on maximising rationality in relation to capital and space. This creates a narrative
in which the participants—people, the state, the private sector and others—perform defined
roles within a matrix of power (White & Nandedkar, 2021), which conveys a steadfast
interpretation of housing. Changing residence gets embedded in the assumption that the
market is constantly moving upward, which can yield financial gains and allow some
households to pursue speculative aims in their housing choices. However, this rationality
works only within privileged groups unworried with housing affordability and availability
concerns. Dwelling size also enters into this rationality, with living space expressed in square
meters per price. Within this logic, extra liveable space is perceived as a luxury for some or
unnecessary for others, such as older adults who should move to smaller units. An extreme
case of this type of discourse and its policy impacts is the case of the UK’s Bedroom Tax,
where housing allowance is reduced if the family has a spare bedroom (Shelter U.K, 2023).
The rationality of efficient housing benefits the logic of homeownership, facilitating the
transition from a strong rental sector to ownership as the preferred tenancy form in each
segment of the housing market (Van Gent, 2010).
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The establishment of truth through discursive means involves a mechanism of
inclusion/exclusion to eliminate alternative rationalisations. This mechanism employs
strategies to enhance public awareness of specific perspectives and groups, often
marginalising those that are less central to the narrative. The strategy of spotlighting single
categories is found in the materials about vacancy chains and tax reductions. In that case,
older adults are presented as a standardised group driven by the maximising logic described
above, confined to their family homes with no other option but to remain there. The
depiction of this problem is persuasive since it is simultaneously the cause and effect of two
issues for which housing mobility is the desired outcome. First, the lack of mobility of retirees
is blocking the availability of detached houses for young families, impeding the first step of
a vacancy chain that would, supposedly, free smaller and cheaper rental units for other
households. Secondly, the cause behind this immobility is the taxation system that might
make selling the seniors' homes unprofitable and, thus, irrational. The insistence on the topic
generates a sense of urgency, framing it as an acute issue that must be hurriedly counteracted
and transforming it into a policy problem (Lima, 2023). The issue is defined not by the
problem’s prevalence, but by the concrete interests that shape the discussion, producing an
opinion aimed at achieving adjustments in housing policy that align with their agendas (Bierre
& Howden-Chapman, 2020). The strategy to focus on a given issue is frequently applied to
promote ideological visions and to reorganise the power balance between competing political
stances (White & Nandedkar, 2021). In the presented materials, the positions arguing for the
abolition of capital gains taxes and the need for vacancy chains are concentrated in T'T's close
to trade and industry interests and opinion pieces authored by right-wing politicians and
published in different newspapers.

Furthermore, the results depict the housing market as dysfunctional and static. The
alleged dysfunction is based on an understanding of housing as an isolated dimension
operating outside of the economic cycles or detached from the structures of capitalism
(Heslop & Ormerod, 2020). However, empirical trends do not support this portrayal, as
noted in section 2.1 official mobility rates show no sustained decline over the analysed
period, suggesting that claims of a ‘crisis of immobility* function as a strategic framing rather
than an empirical reality. Paradoxically, the characterisation of a well-functioning housing
market as mobile legitimises the claim for policies that foster housing mobility. This claim is
based on an interested definition of the problem and the dissemination of that specific
narrative (Kettunen & Ruonavaara, 2015). By insisting on the problem of this supposed
immobility, the demand for solutions arises as the next step. In this regard, adjectives like
‘inflexibility” or ‘rigidness’ reinforce dysfunctionality, implying that increasing flexibility and
reducing rigidity would deliver the needed movement. The factors impeding a flexible
housing market are the capital gains taxes, but especially the rent-setting system, and
therefore, easing it —’the elephant in the room’, as stated in one quotation—is presented as
the solution.

The abolition of the rent-setting system in Sweden has been a topic of disagreement. A
National Governmental Investigation suggested a new model for newly produced housing
units (SOU, 2021). However, the parliamentary discussion about the implementation of the
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proposal provoked the fall of the Social Democrat government in 2021 (Dahlberg, 2021),
though the issue was reinstated by the new government. A market-based rent-setting system
is of great relevance for housing mobility since it would eliminate the principle of ‘similar
units, similar price’, opening the door for a rental price that could consider location over
other factors like standard and disregarding even more other elements such as maintenance
(Kadioglu & Kellecioglu, 2023). In practical terms, it could make certain places acquire a
higher market price based on popularity and increased demand, which will make some
housing units unaffordable for many households. Subsequently, the same logic can be
applied when other spaces in the city emerge as attractive, increasing the rents in that place
and accelerating price fluctuation. Housing mobility, therefore, would acquire a more
contemporary meaning resembling Peck's (2010) characterisation of the neoliberal rationale
and how mobility is central to it. Furthermore, a free rental market would underpin the
aforementioned financialisation of housing, allowing, through the mentioned fluctuation of
prices, the creation of a capital flow that could positively impact accumulation, credits and
securitisation (Fernandez & Aalbers, 2016; O’Callaghan & McGuirk, 2021).

Apart from focusing on particular problems, discussions on housing mobility in Sweden
are often linked to issues that problematise other aspects of the political landscape within
the housing sector, such as the political nature of the housing system and its effects on the
housing market performance. The reviewed texts establish a link between the political
structure governing the housing system and the constraints on mobility, whereby a highly
mobile housing market aligns with individual freedom. The development of individual
freedom relies on a perceived level playing field where accomplishments stem from personal
efforts, while structural inequalities are ignored. In parallel, the deficiencies of the housing
market are attributed to the former political model, hyperbolically named ‘planned economy
control’, in an attempt to draw a parallel between the social democratic program and a more
Soviet-like political system. This binary opposition serves as a rhetorical device to simplify
and classify Swedish politics into clear-cut positive or negative perceived categories.

From the discussion above, it is possible to suggest that when it comes to the housing
system, housing mobility is portrayed and discussed as a necessary element that must be
furthered through policy. This narrative is agreed upon from several standpoints and does
not seem to generate significant disputes. However, the predominant positions discussing it
are driven by a market-oriented agenda that, besides claiming housing mobility, also aims at
another dimension of the political scenario: the liberalisation of the rental sector in Sweden.
By achieving the end of the bargaining system and utility-value principle for rent-setting, the
rental prices could be defined by, for instance, location. This would introduce a different
dynamic that may enhance the role of housing in the circulation of capital. According to
Aalbers and Christophers (2014), housing is critical to understanding how capital moves in
the current economic system. Besides its meaning as a product of labour and storage of
wealth, housing ‘circulates’ through the transactions executed in the market (Aalbers &
Christophers, 2014). By lowering the regulations that protect residents, market transactions
can proceed unimpeded, accelerating the overall movement. In other words, the movement
of households, together with their incomes, debts, capital, mortgages, etc., would create the
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required flow of capital in the housing sector. The use of narrative devices to produce
acceptance and influence the trajectories of policy discussion has been proven effective in
other housing issues. Discourses that legitimise deregulation (Heslop & Ormerod, 2020;
Lima, 2023; White & Nandedkar, 2021), narratives of displacement reframe gentrification as
renovation (Polanska, 2023; Westin, 2021); and framings that justify deregulation (Kettunen
& Ruonavaara, 2015). This study has shown that the discourse on housing mobility deploys
similar mechanisms. As established in Section 2.2 agenda—setting operates by defining a
problem in ways that make certain solutions appear ‘natural’ or ‘inevitable’. In other words,
the construction of immobility as a pervasive phenomenon within the Swedish housing
market has this function: it characterises the market as static and dysfunctional and by
identifying rent-setting mechanisms and taxes as the primary obstacles, some actors
legitimise deregulation as the logical or even the only solution. By rendering housing mobility
as inherently positive, this logic becomes cemented; it presents movement simultaneously as
ideal and as a requirement. The portrayed crisis of immobility is a crisis that only more
market, more transactions and more capital circulation can solve.

8. Conclusions

This paper employed discourse analysis informed by political economy to examine the
discourses around housing mobility, focusing on the leading positions participating in the
debate, the recurrent themes that structure housing mobility and the political economy
interests embedded within these narratives. The main findings demonstrate that claims for
increased housing mobility are strategically linked to a portrayal of the housing market as
“dysfunctional’, thus, in crisis, which legitimises specific policy solutions. Demands for
expanded mobility align with agendas of market-oriented actors seeking to liberalise
regulated sectors, especially in rental. From a political economy perspective, these discourse
strategies aim to accelerate the continuous flow of capital by removing frictions, such as rent-
setting mechanism or capital gain taxes, that inhibit transaction volumes and circulation as
supportive mechanisms of housing financialisation (Aalbers & Christophers, 2014).

This study contributes to housing studies by demonstrating the value of integrating
discourse analysis with political economy. It continues a tradition of examining how the
housing problems are narratively constructed (Jacobs et al., 2003; Kettunen & Ruonavaara,
2015) showing it simultaneously as grounded in the analysis of material interests and
structural dynamics of housing financialisation. By revealing how discourses of mobility
serve to legitimise deregulatory agendas, the study presents new insights about residential
change as a phenomenon embedded within the political economy transformation of housing
markets. The study also highlights how seemingly technical discussions about taxes, vacancy
chains and rent-setting operate as sites of contestation where the future of housing policy is
defined, far beyond the individual decision.

The limitations of this article are framed by its research design. The process of gathering
materials is narrowed down to capture a limited portion of the discussion about housing
mobility. That means that other aspects and a more human account of the experiences of
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mobility are not included. Within this context, using newspapers and TT's also limits the
perception gathered in this study. However, these limitations also propose new lines of future
exploration that may be taken in further research, such as the connection between
homelessness and housing mobility in the Swedish context or the incorporation of other
types of discourses in it. This new research could also extend the approach proposed in this
study by systematically tracing how discourse shifts translate into concrete policy and
outcomes in the housing system.

References

Aalbers, M. B. (2017). The Variegated Financialization of Housing. International Journal of Urban
and Regional Research, 41(4), pp. 542-554. https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2427.12522

Aalbers, M. B., & Christophers, B. (2014). Centring Housing in Political Economy. Housing,
Theory and Society, 31(4), pp. 373—394. https://doi.otg/10.1080/14036096.2014.947082

Aronsson, T., & Palme, M. (1998). A Decade of Tax and Benefit Reforms in Sweden: Effects
on Labour Supply, Welfare and Inequality. Economica, 65(257), pp. 39-67.

Bajenova, T. (2019). Rescaling Expertise in EU Policy-Making: European Think Tanks and
Their Reliance on Symbolic, Political and Network Capital. Globalisation, Societies and
Education, 17(1), pp. 61-77. https://doi.org/10.1080/14767724.2018.1540926

Baker, E., Pham, N.T. A., Daniel, L., & Bentley, R. (2019). How does houschold residential
instability influence child health outcomes? A quantile analysis. Infernational Journal of
Environmental Research and Public Health, 16(21). https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph16214189

Bayona-i-Carrasco, J., Gil-Alonso, F., Rubiales-Pérez, M., & Pujadas-Rubies, 1. (2018). New
Spatial Mobility Patterns in Large Spanish Cities: From the Economic Boom to the Great
Recession. Applied Spatial Analysis and Policy, 11(2), pp. 287-312.

Bengtsson, B., & Ruonavaara, H. (2010). Introduction to the special issue: Path dependence in
housing. Housing, Theory and Society, 27(3), pp. 193—203.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14036090903326411

Bierre, S., & Howden-Chapman, P. (2020). Telling stories: The role of narratives in rental
housing policy change in New Zealand. Housing Studies, 35(1), pp. 29—49.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02673037.2017.1363379

Birch, K., & Ward, C. (2024). Assetization and the ‘new asset geographies’. Dzalogues in Human
Geography, 14(1), pp. 9-29. https://doi.org/10.1177/20438206221130807

Boréus, K., & Bergstrém, G., (2024). Analyzing text and disconrse: Eight approaches for the social
sciences. (London: SAGE).

Brunnstréom, P., Gladoic Hdkansson, P., & Uppenberg, C. (2021). Migration and housing
regimes in Sweden 1739-1982. In Scandinavian Journal of History, 46(3), pp. 353—382.
https://doi.org/10/gjb8tm

Byrne, M., & Norris, M. (2022). Housing market financialization, neoliberalism and everyday
retrenchment of social housing. Environment & Planning A, 54(1), pp. 182—198.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0308518X19832614

Carnegie, A., Norris, M., & Byrne, M. (2018). Tenure mixing to combat public housing
stigmatization: External benefits, internal challenges and contextual influences in three
Dublin neighborhoods. Cities, 79, pp. 12-17. https:/ /doi.org/10.1016/].cities.2018.02.017

Cermefio, H. (2020). Heritage of inclusion or exclusion? Contested claims and access to housing
in Amritsar, India. In M. Ristic & S. Frank, (Eds.) Urban Heritage in Divided Cities pp. 125—
144. (Abingdon; New York: Routledge).

Christophers, B. (2013). A Monstrous Hybrid: The Political Economy of Housing in Early
Twenty-first Century Sweden. New Political Economy, 18(6), pp. 885-911.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13563467.2012.753521

Christophers, B. (2023). The rentierization of the United Kingdom economy. Environment and
Planning A, 55(6), pp. 1438-1470. https://doi.org/10.1177/0308518X19873007

RADICALHOUSINGJOURNAL




Rarna Villacura 89

Clapham, D. (2005). The meaning of housing: A pathways approach. Policy Press.

Clapham, D. (2009). Introduction to the special issue—A theory of housing: Problems and
potential. Housing, Theory and Society, 26(1), pp. 1-9.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14036090802704445

Coulter, R., van Ham, M., & Findlay, A. (2016). Re-thinking residential mobility: Linking lives
through time and space. Progress In Human Geography, 40(3), pp. 352-374.
https://doi.org/10/f8m2rx

Dahlberg, J. (2021). Hyror fillde regeringen — men branschen oenig. Svenska Dagblader. (June 22)
Available at: https://www.svd.se/a/VqWEw3/ fria-hyror-fallde-regeringen-men-
branschen-oenig (Accessed 24 April 2024)

Davey-Rothwell, M. A., German, D., & Latkin, C. A. (2008). Residential transience and
depression: Does the relationship exist for men and women? Journal of Urban Health,
85(5), pp. 707-716.

Deluca, S. & Jang-Trettien, C. (2020). ‘Not Just a Lateral Move’: Residential Decisions and the
Reproduction of Urban Inequality. In City & community 19(3) pp. 451-488.

Di Feliciantonio, C., & Dagkouly-Kyriakoglou, M. (2020). The housing pathways of lesbian and
gay youth and intergenerational family relations: A Southern European perspective.
Housing Studies. 37(3), pp. 414-434. https:/ /doi.org/10.1080/02673037.2020.1807471

Di Virgilio, M. (2011). Residential Mobility: A Sociological Concern. Territorios, 25, pp. 173—190.

Dufty-Jones, R. (2012). Moving Home: Theorizing Housing Within a Politics of Mobility.
Housing, Theory and Society, 29(2), pp. 207-222.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14036096.2011.641262

Esping-Andersen, G. (1989). The Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism (1st ed.). Polity Press.

Fair, E. M. (2024). The Evolution of Urban Rent Theory: Class and Distribution. Journal of
economic issues, 58(2), pp. 598-604. https://doi.org/10.1080/00213624.2024.2344443

Fernandez, R., & Aalbers, M. B. (2016). Financialization and housing: Between globalization and
Varieties of Capitalism. Competition and Change, 20(2), pp. 71-88.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1024529415623916

Fjellborg, A. A. (2022). Residential mobility and spatial sorting in Stockholm 1990-2014: The
changing importance of housing tenure and income. International Journal of Housing Policy,
22(2), pp- 198-224. https://doi.org/10/gjn473

Foucault, M. (1982). The archaeology of knowledge and the disconrse on langnage. Pantheon books.

Foucault, M. (1992). E/ order del discurso. (Barcelona: Tusquets Editores).

Foye, C. (2022). Framing the housing crisis: How think-tanks frame politics and science to
advance policy agendas. In Geoforum, 134, pp. 71-81.

Fuster, N., Arundel, R., & Susino, J. (2019). From a culture of homeownership to generation
rent: Housing discourses of young adults in Spain. Journal of Youth Studies, 22(5), pp. 585—
603. https://doi.org/10.1080/13676261.2018.1523540

Gilbert, A. (2007). The return of the slum: Does language matter? International Journal of Urban
nnd Regional Research, 31(4), pp. 697-713. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-
2427.2007.00754.x

Gomez-Quintero, J., Garcia Martinez, J., & Maldonado, L. (2020). Socioeconomic vulnerability
and housing insecurity: A critical factor in child care in Spain. In Children and Youth Services
Review, 114. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2020.105021

Grander, M. (2017). New public housing: A selective model disguised as universal? Implications
of the market adaptation of Swedish public housing. In International Journal of Housing Policy
17(3), pp. 335352

Grander, M., & Westerdahl, S. (2024). Financialization the Swedish way: A case study on how
public housing is replaced by the international investment portfolio of Vonovia. Journal of
Urban Affairs. https://doi.org/10.1080/07352166.2024.2354744

Greckhamer, T., & Cilesiz, S. (2014). Rigor, transparency, evidence, and representation in
discourse analysis: Challenges and recommendations. International Journal of Qualitative
Methods, 13, pp. 422—443. https://doi.org/10.1177/160940691401300123

RADICALHOUSINGJOURNAL




90 Radical Housing Journal, June 2026, Vol 8(1) | Long Read

Grundstrom, K., & Molina, I. (2016). From Folkhem to lifestyle housing in Sweden: Segregation
and urban form, 1930s—2010s. International Journal of Housing Policy, 16(3), pp. 316-336.

Gustafsson, J. (2021). Renovations as an investment strategy: Circumscribing the right to
housing in Sweden. Housing Studies. 39(6), pp. 1555-1576.

Harvey, D. (2007). A brief History of Neoliberalism. Oxford University Press.

Hedin, K., Clark, E., Lundholm, E., & Malmberg, G. (2012). Neoliberalization of housing in
Sweden: Gentrification, filtering and social polarization. Awnnals of the Association of
American Geographers, 102(2), pp. 443—4063. https://doi.org/10/bbjw4s

Heslop, J., & Ormerod, E. (2020). The Politics of Crisis: Deconstructing the Dominant
Narratives of the Housing Crisis. Antipode, 52(1), pp.145-163.
https://doi.org/10.1111/anti.12585

Holmgqvist, E., & Turner, L. (2014). Swedish welfare state and housing markets: Under
economic and political pressure. Journal of Housing & the Built Environment, 29(2), pp. 237—
254.

Hunter, C., & Nixon, J. (1999). The discourse of housing debt: The social construction of
landlords, lenders, borrowers and tenants. Hozusing, Theory and Society, 16(4), pp. 165-178.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14036099950149893

Jacobs, K. (2015). The ‘Politics’ of Australian Housing: The Role of Lobbyists and Their
Influence in Shaping Policy. Housing Studies, 30(5), pp. 694-710.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02673037.2014.1000833

Jacobs, K., Kemeny, J., & Manzi, T. (2003). Power, discursive space and institutional practices in
the construction of housing problems. Housing Studies, 18(4), pp. 429—446.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02673030304252

Joufte, Y., & Campos, F. (2009). Movilidad para la emancipacion o para el arraigo: Interacciéon
de las escalas en Paris y Santiago de Chile. Movilidad Urbana, 12(19), pp. 7-16.

Kadioglu, D., & Kellecioglu, 1. (2023). Flowing Capital-Disrupted Homes: Financialisation and
Maintenance of Rental Housing in Sweden. Antipode, 56, pp. 516-537.
https://doi.org/10.1111/anti.12981

Kang, S. (2021). Severe and persistent housing instability: Examining low-income households’
residential mobility trajectories in the United States. In Howsing Studies, 38(9), pp. 1615-
164. https://doi.otg/10.1080/02673037.2021.1982871

Kemeny, J. (2001). Comparative housing and welfare: Theorising the relationship. Journal of
Housing and the Built Environment, 16, pp. 53-70.

Kettunen, H., & Ruonavaara, H. (2015). Discoursing deregulation: The case of the Finnish
rental housing market. International Journal of Housing Policy, 15(2), pp. 187-204.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14616718.2014.990774

King, C. (2018). Food insecurity and housing instability in vulnerable families. In Revzew of
Economics of The Honsehold 16(2), pp. 255-273. https://doi.otg/10.1007 /s11150-016-9335-
z

Kingsley, T., Jordan, A., & Traynor, W. (2012). Addressing Residential Instability: Options for
Cities and Community Initiatives. In Cityscape, 14(3), pp. 161-184.

Kushel, M. B, Gupta, R., Gee, L., & Haas, J. S. (2006). Housing instability and food insecurity
as barriers to health care among low-income Americans. JGIM: Journal of General Internal
Medicine, 21(1), pp. 71-77. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1525-1497.2005.00278.

Lee, B. A., & Evans, M. (2020). Forced to move: Patterns and predictors of residential
displacement during an era of housing insecurity. In Soczial Science Research, 87.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sstesearch.2020.102415

Lima, V. (2023). The political frame of a housing crisis: Campaigning for the right to housing in
Ireland. Journal Of Civil Society, 19(1), pp. 37-56.
https://doi.org/10.1080/17448689.2023.2206158

Lindstrém, S. (2022). Striden om sambdillsidéerna. En rapport om de svenska tankesmedjorna. Arena
Opinion LO.

RADICALHOUSINGJOURNAL




Rarfa Villacura 91

Listerborn, C. (2023). The new housing precariat: Experiences of precarious housing in Malma,
Sweden. Housing Studies, 38(7), pp. 1304-1322.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02673037.2021.1935775

Magnusson Turner, L. (2008). Who gets what and why? Vacancy chains on Stockholm housing
market. In European Journal of Housing Policy, 8(1), pp. 1-19.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14616710701817133

Markusson, S. (2021). Tankesmedjorna som formade debatten 2020. Arbetsvirlden. Available at:
https://www.arbetsvatlden.se/ topplista-tankesmedjorna-som-formade-debatten-2020/
(Accessed 01 December 2023).

Munro, M. (2018). House price inflation in the news: A critical discourse analysis of newspaper
coverage in the UK. Howusing Studies, 33(7), pp. 1085-1105.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02673037.2017.1421911

O’Callaghan, C., & McGuirk, P. (2021). Situating financialisation in the geographies of
neoliberal housing restructuring: Reflections from Ireland and Australia. Environment and
planning a-economy and space, 53(4), pp. 809—827.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0308518X20961791

OECD. (2020). How’s Life? 2020: Measuring Well-being. OECD.
https://doi.org/10.1787/9870c393-en

Paton, K. (2014). Gentrification: A Working-Class Perspective. (London; New York: Routledge).

Phelan, S. (2014). Neoliberalisns, Media and the Political. London: Palgrave Macmillan UK).

Phinney, R. (2013). Exploring Residential Mobility among Low-Income Families. In Social/ Service
Review, 87(4), pp. 780-815. https://doi.org/10/£5jk6d

Polanska, D. V. (2023). Legal Geographies of Displacement through Renovation: Legal
Interpretative Practices in Sweden. Antipode, 55(6), pp. 1877-1897.
https://doi.org/10.1111/anti.12957

Preston, G., & Reina, V. J. (2021). Sheltered From Eviction? A Framework for Understanding
the Relationship Between Subsidized Housing Programs and Eviction. Howusing Policy
Debate, 31(3-5), pp. 785-817.

Rafia Villacura, K. (2024). Mapping the spatial and temporal patterns of housing instability in
Malmé. Geoforum, 157. https:/ /doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2024.104161

Rolnik, R. (2013). Late Neoliberalism: The Financialization of Homeownership and Housing
Rights. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 37(3), pp. 1058—1060.
https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2427.12062

Shelter U.K. (2023). How many bedrooms you can claim benefits for. Shelter England. Available at:
https://england.shelter.org.uk /housing_advice/benefits/how_many_bedrooms_you_can
_claim_benefits_for (Accessed 14 April 2024)

Shelton, T. (2018). Mapping dispossession: Eviction, foreclosure and the multiple geographies
of housing instability in Lexington, Kentucky. In Geoforum, 97, pp. 281-291.

Silver, H., & Danielowski, L. (2019). Fighting Housing Discrimination in Europe. Housing Policy
Debate, 29(5), pp. 714-735. https://doi.org/10.1080/10511482.2018.1524443

Singh, O. (2023). Transparens 1 foucauldiansk diskursanalyse 1 utdanningsforskning. Norsk
Pedagogisk Tidsskrift, 1, pp. 93-104. https://doi.org/10.18261/npt.107.1.9

Slobodian, Q. (2018). Globalists: The end of empire and the birth of neoliberalism. (Cambridge: Harvard
University Press).

SOU. (2021). Fri hyresséitining vid myproduktion SOU 2021:50 (2021:50).

Thomasson, T., & Fagerstrém, E. (2018). MKB:s rekordhijningar gav fattisa Malmo lika hoga hyror
som Stockholm. Available at: https:/ /www.sydsvenskan.se/2018-04-29/sa-fick-fattiga-
malmo-lika-hoga-hyror-som-stockholm (Accessed 9 April 2024).

Ulmanen, P., & Szebehely, M. (2015). From the state to the family or to the market?
Consequences of reduced residential eldercare in Sweden. In International Journal of Social
Welfare, 24(1), pp. 81-92. https://doi.org/10.1111/ijsw.12108

van Gent, W. (2010). Housing Policy as a Lever for Changer The Politics of Welfare, Assets and
Tenure. Housing Studies, 25(5), pp. 735-753.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02673037.2010.483588

RADICALHOUSINGJOURNAL




92

Radical Housing Journal, June 2026, Vol 8(1) | Long Read

Vergara Perucich, F. (2019). Urban Design under Neoliberalism: Theorising from Santiago,
Chile. (Oxford; New York: Routledge).

Waitt, G. (2021). Revealing the construction of social realities: Foucauldian discourse analysis.
In: I. Hay & M. Cope (Eds) Qualitive research methods in Human Geography, pp. 333—-354.
(Oxford University Press).

Warren, E. J., & Font, S. A. (2015). Housing Insecurity, Maternal Stress, and Child
Maltreatment: An Application of the Family Stress Model. Soczal Service Review, 89(1), pp.
9-39.

Westin, S., 1979. (2021). Un-homing with words: Economic discourse and displacement as
alienation. Cultural Geographies, 28(2), pp. 239-254.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1474474020970251

White, I., & Nandedkar, G. (2021). The housing crisis as an ideological artefact: Analysing how
political discourse defines, diagnoses, and responds. Housing Studies, 36(2), pp. 213-234.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02673037.2019.1697801

Appendix

1. List of media publications used in the analysis

Code | Year Article name Published by Type of National/
publication regional/
local
11 2003 Slopa vinstskatt pa villa vid flytt till | Dagens Nyheter News article National
hyresratt
L2 2004 Bostaden till retratt om Vistetbottens- News atticle Regional
Kurriren
1,3 2005 Inte sa ldtt for arbetslosa att flytta Dagens Nyheter Opinion National
eller starta eget
L4 2007 Sank skatten pa reavinster for hus | Mora Tidning Opinion Local
L5 2007 Sank skatten pd reavinster for hus Botlinge Tidning Opinion Regional
1,6 2008 Alliansen klarar inte av Linstidningen Opinion Regional
boendefragan Ostersund
L7 2008 Arbetslinje Bostadspolitik Sundsvall Tidning | Opinion Regional
L8 2008 Bristande logik i bostadspolitik Visterbottens Opinion Regional
Folkblad
1,9 2008 Latt hitta bostad med samverkan Norrképings Opinion Regional
Tidningar
1,10 2009 De tjahar pa finanskrisen Kiristianstadsbladet | News article Regional
111 2011 Hyresratter rattighet Ornskoldsviks Opinion Regional
Allehanda
112 2011 Bostaden blir for dyr Mariestads News article Local
Tidningen
113 2011 Flytta ndt bostaden blir for dyr Katlskoga Tidning | News article Local
Kurriren
1,14 2011 Att flytta nar bostaden blir for dyr | Vestmanlands News article Regional
Lins Tidning
115 2011 Bor dyrt - ater billigt Norran News article Regional
1,16 2011 Bostaden blir for dyr Ornskoldsviks News article Regional
Allehanda
1,17 2011 Flytta for dyrt Hallands Nyheter News article Regional
1,18 2011 Har byggs och rivs i lahet Barometern News article Regional
1,19 2011 Svart att flytta Angermanland News article Regional
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1,20 2011 Svart att flytta ndr bostaden blir for | Smalandsposten News article Regional
dyr
1,21 2012 Sa'vill Attefall fa' svenskarna att Dagens Nyheter News article National
byta bostad
1,22 2012 Nya hyreshus Bohusliningen News article Regional
1,23 2013 Hojda hyror loser inte Dagens Nyheter Opinion National
bostadsbristen
1,24 2013 Trog bomarknad sanker tillvaxten Svenska Dagbladet | Opinion National
1,25 2013 Flyttskatten underminerar Virmlands Opinion Regional
bostadsmarknaden Folkblad
1,26 2013 Sdnk flyttskatten! Hallands Nyheter Opinion Regional
1,27 2013 Flyttcirkus i de svarta hyrornas stad | Svenska Dagbladet | News article National
1,28 2013 Maklare- Sdnkt skatt skulle fa’ fler Dagens Nyheter News article National
att flytta
1,29 2014 Bygg bort bostadsbristen Boris Tidning Opinion Regional
1,30 2014 Sankt Rot- och Rutavdrag gerinte | S6dermanlands Opinion Regional
fler bostader~ Nyheter
1,31 2015 Sa far vi fart pa flyttkedjorna Svenska Dagbladet | Opinion National
1,32 2015 Det kravs ett bredare perspektiv Hallandsposten Opinion Regional
1,33 2015 Nya tider kraver nya regler for Vestmanlands Opinion Regional
hyresgaster Lins Tidning
1,34 2015 Om Moderaterna pa allvar vill losa | Helsingborgs Opinion Regional
bostadsbristen Dagblad
1,35 2015 Alliansen fegade ur om Expressen Editorial National
hyresregleringen
1,36 2015 C-oppning om bostadskatt Vestmanlands Editotial Regional
Lins Tidning
1,37 2015 Centern vill gora upp med de Dagens Nyheter News article National
rodgrona
1,38 2015 Aldre eftetlyser fler sma bostader Sydsvenskan News article Regional
1,39 2016 Bygg fler ettor i Stockholm Tidningen Arsta- Opinion Local
Enskede
1,40 2016 Sdnk aldersgransen fot bostadskon | VasastanDirekt Opinion Local
1,41 2016 Avskaffa flyttskatten! Bérlange Tidning Opinion Regional
1,42 2016 Andra reglerna for flyttskatten! Smaldnningen Opinion Regional
1,43 2016 Andra reglerna for flyttskatterna Blekinge Lins Opinion Regional
Tidning
L44 2016 | Bostadsformedlingen behovs Uppsala Nya Opinion Regional
Tidning
1,45 2016 Bostadskedjan maste rassla igang Sydostran Opinion Regional
igen
1,46 2016 Bostadsmarknaden behover Sundsvall Tidning | Opinion Regional
rotlighet
1,47 2016 Bostader inte enda problemet Folkbladet Opinion Regional
Viisterbotten
1,48 2016 Dysfunktionell bomarknad Norrbottens- Opinion Regional
Kurriren
1,49 2016 Flyttskatterna forsvarar Angermanland Opinion Regional
1,50 2016 Inlast av flyttskatten Uppsala Nya Opinion Regional
Tidning
151 2016 Kommunen kan spara miljoner Norrképings Opinion Regional
Tidningar
1,52 2016 Langre uppskov medflyttskatten Vestmanlands Opinion Regional
okar rotligheten Lins Tidning
1,53 2016 Lat 16-aringar sta’i bostadskon KistaDirekt Opinion Local
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1,54 2016 Mer rotlig marknad for bostader Sédermanlands Opinion Regional
kravs~ Nyheter
1,55 2016 Mojlighet for Katlskrona kommun | Blekinge Lins Opinion Regional
att spara miljoner Tidning
1,56 2016 Sa far vi bostads- marknaden rotlig | Eskilstuna Opinion Regional
igen Kurriren
1,57 2016 Skatt dt boven pa’ Pited-Tidningen Opinion Regional
bostadsmarknaden
1,58 2016 Bostadskrisen maste losas Katrineholms Editorial Regional
Kurriren
1,59 2016 Fyra snabbspar ska fa fart pa Helsingborgs News article Regional
flyttandet Dagblad
1,60 2016 Hyresgaster far fortur till nybygeda | Helsingborgs News article Regional
bostader Dagblad
Lol 2017 Rot inte ranteavdraget Uppsala Nya Opinion Regional
Tidning
1,62 2017 Krokodiltarar fran insidan Barometern Editorial Regional
1,63 2017 Det hindrar oss fran att flytta Viisterds Tidning News article Local
1,64 2017 Det hindrar oss fran att flytta Sollentuna Direkt News article Local
1,65 2017 Det hindrar oss fran att flytta Skirholmen Direkt | News article Local
1,66 2017 En myt att bomarknaden ar Svenska Dagbladet | News article National
trogrotlig
1,67 2017 Hushallen dt maktlosa ndt rantan Svenska Dagbladet | News article National
gar upp
1,68 2017 Infot fastighetsskatt igen~ Svenska Dagbladet | News article National
1,69 2018 Starkt folkstod for Svenska Dagbladet | Opinion National
bostadsreformer
1,70 2018 Sverige behover en reja'l reform Hallandsposten Opiru'on Regiona_l
L71 2018 Nya krav fot lan Ioser inte Helsingborgs Editorial Regional
problemen. Dagblad
172 2018 Flyttskatt skapar stopp Kungsbacka News article Local
Posten
1,73 2018 Partierna i 10 viktiga fragor som Dagens Nyheter News article National
paverkat stockholmarna
1,74 2018 Parti for parti- Sa vill de hantera Expressen News article National
flyttskatterna
1,75 2018 Fotetag hindras att vaxa av Vestmanlands News article Regional
bostadsbristen Lins Tidning
176 2019 Bostadsmarknaden skapar problem | Kungsbacka Opinion Local
genom livet Posten
L77 2019 Ge studenter en egen boendeform | Skaraborgs Opinion Local
Allehanda
1,78 2019 Ge studenter en egen boendeform | Mariestads Opinion Local
Tidningen
1,79 2019 Det at dags att ta bostadskrisen pa | G6teborgs Posten | Opinion Regional
allvar,
1,80 2019 En egen boendeform Nya Wermlands Opinion Regional
Tidningen
1,81 2019 Aktivt sokande nodvandigt Norra Halland News article Local
1,82 2019 Salja och kopa bostad kan bli en Nya Ludvika News atticle Local
dyr affar Tidning
1,83 2019 kopa bostad kan bli en dyr affat Angermanland News article Regional
1,84 2019 Bostad bli en dyr affar Lindstingen News article Regional
Sodertilje
1,85 2019 Bostad kan bli en dyr affatr Sundsvall Tidning News article Regional
1,86 2019 En prisuppgang spas pa Ttela News article Regional

bostadsmarknaden
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1,87 2019 Rad att kopa en stotre lya Hallands Nyheter News article Regional

1,88 2019 Sdlja och kopa bostad kan Arbetarbladet News article Regional

1,89 2019 Sdlja och kopa bostad kan bli en Nerikes Allehanda | News article Regional
dyr affar

1,90 2020 Det at nagot fel med ett system om | Nordvistra Skines | Opinion Regional
det art billigare att bo stort an litet Tidning

1,91 Hyresmarknaden behover fler Bohusléningen Editorial Regiona.l
reformer

1,92 2020 Hyresmarknaden maste reformeras | Vestmanlands Editorial Regional

Lins Tidning

1,93 2020 Hyresreform riskerar Hallandsposten Editorial Regional

1,94 2020 Marknad kortar bostadsko Ystads Allehanda Editorial Local

1,95 2020 Pontus Almquist- Reformen Ttela Editorial Regional
riskerar

1,96 2020 Riskerar att bli for tam Motala & Editorial Regional

Vadstena Tidning

1,97 2020 De stortrivs med boendet pa forsta | Landskrona News article Local
parkett Posten

1,98 2022 Bostader som 4t limpade for Mitt i Nacka Opinion Local
seniorer

1,99 2022 Bjurholm bdsta bokommun for Visterbottningen News article Local
aldre

1,100 | 2023 Dags att beskatta bostadsagande Vestmanlands Editorial Regional
hardare Lins Tidning

1,101 2023 Hytesmarknaden at inte pa’ gron Gotlands Editorial Regional
kvist Allehanda

1,102 | 2023 Aldre ska fa hjalp att flytta Dagens Nyheter News article National

2. List of Think-Tanks used in the analysis

Code Year Document Think-Tank

11,1 2022 Hyresritt till salu Bostad2030 (Arena)

11,2 2017 Bostadsmarknaden: Hushallen, féretagens och Bostad2030 (Arena)
politikens utmaningar

11,3 2021 Bara for de rika Bostad2030 (Arena)

11, 4 2021 Flyttkedjor och rotlighet pa bostadsmarknaden Bofrimjandet

11, 5 2020 En social bostadssektor Fores

11, 6 2020 Bostadsmarknadens risker Fores

11,7 2019 En ny plattform for att 16sa bostadsfragan Global Utmaning

11,8 2022 Vem miste flytta pa sig? Hyresgistforeningen

11,9 2018 Oenighet om flyttskatten Institutet f6r Niringslivsforskning

(publicerade i Fastighetstidningen)

11, 10 2013 Fordelningseffekter av utbudsrestriktioner pa Reforminstitutet
bostadsmarknaden

11, 11 2020 En ny bostadsbeskattning SNS

11, 12 2015 Delade stader Tiden

11, 13 2019 I andrahand Timbro

11, 14 2020 Nio problem med hyresreglering Timbro
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